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Kingdom slips in TI’s graft index
Andrew Nachemson and Lay Samean

For the fourth year in a row, Transparency International (TI) has rated Cambodia the country

perceived as ASEAN’s most corrupt, and just ahead of North Korea and Afghanistan for the

entire Asia-Paci䋶c region.

The 2016 Corruption Perceptions Index, which scores and ranks 176 countries and

territories around the world, was released yesterday, placing Cambodia at 156. Cambodia’s

score of 21 out of 100 has remained unchanged in three years.

Denmark once again topped the list while Singapore maintained its position as the least

corrupt country in Asia.

“Cambodia continues to be perceived as highly corrupt,” Preap Kol, executive director of TI

Cambodia, said yesterday.

“While Cambodia remains the same, we see a big change in the region,” Kol added, noting

improvements in the rankings of fellow ASEAN members Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos.

Both Myanmar and Laos were ranked lower than Cambodia in 2012, but have steadily

improved. Cambodia’s score slipped in the aftermath of the highly contentious 2013

elections, and has since struggled to keep pace with its neighbours.

Kol referenced enormous discrepancies in Cambodia’s data on sand exports as a key

illustration of rampant corruption.

Of 72.7 million tonnes of sand reported by Singapore to have been imported from

Cambodia between 2007 and 2015, nearly 70 million never appeared in the Kingdom’s

ledgers, raising questions of potential lost fees and taxes.

Pech Pisey, TI’s senior director of programs, explained that the rankings are based on

information provided by NGOs, private sector actors and members of the media. Among the

eight sources used in assessing Cambodia’s perceived corruption levels were the World

Economic Forum, the World Bank and the Economist Intelligence Unit.

Pisey said the rankings are based on “perceptions” as there “is no such method or

institution to know for sure… how much money is lost every year”.

TI recommended reforms to the judiciary and the Anti-Corruption Unit and called for swift

legislation guaranteeing access to information and protecting whistleblowers.

Norbert Klein, a member of TI Cambodia’s board of directors, said corruption in the

Kingdom was a “very deep problem”.

“Are they not ashamed of anything?” he asked of o⏌�cials who engage in blatant corruption.

Transparency International Cambodia Executive Director Preap Kol, speaks at a press
conference where the organisation’s corruption report was released yesterday in
Phnom Penh. Hong MeneaP

Fees, cops, courts still problem areas: TI

Business bribery is rife: report

Corruption unchecked

‘Most corrupt in ASEAN’

Judiciary hampers TI corruption score

Kingdom improves in world graft survey

Graft may grow with trade: TI

Slight improvement in corruption ranking

Related articles

Turkish Embassy calls
for closure of Zaman
schools

With an attempted coup against the

government of President Recep Erdogan

quashed only days ago and more than 7,000

alleged conspirators now under arrest, the

Turkish ambassador to Cambodia yesterday

pressed the govern

CNRP lawmakers beaten
Two opposition lawmakers, Nhay

Chamroeun and Kong Sakphea were beaten

unconscious during protests in Phnom Penh,

as over a thousand protesters descended

upon the National Assembly.

Student authors
discuss "The
Cambodian Economy"

Students at Phnom Penh's Liger Learning

Center have written and published a new

book, "The Cambodian Economy".

Latest Video

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PhnomPenhPost
https://twitter.com/phnompenhpost
https://google.com/+phnompenhpost
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/user/login
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/user/register
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/business
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/lifestyle
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/sport
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/post-weekend
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/post-property
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/supplements
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/postplus
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/multimedia/index
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/subscription-form
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/jobs
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuQcanvh70iflZ1r4Fg5r8mWjE5MvUcDs5j0u-SVZnwHaWHIMW_GFRQ_14bEy4IRSda2UOwj5pROJI-1SQ2OHFIACQ-u42ma561bu162uOUOAP9uugnrz1XSC-KkDgX1BnTQ3GsOCEUmg3b8Ks1A_O_Crf2pcF-sSkrSudJbNzTqH_wZXLwdzWmMy87KYYxTjwmIwnCYdum5R-wGBG5ALSOHBYIi6KPd0ehe7MZRMxjCcm4ZCdx8m6ed2rp&sig=Cg0ArKJSzB9fBAEj4gJy&adurl=http://www.phnompenhpost.com/ads/Australia-day-big.jpg
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/author/andrew-nachemson/98242
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/author/lay-samean/88759
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/judiciary-hampers-ti-corruption-score
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/singapores-data-mirrors-uns-cambodias-sand-export-numbers
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/sites/default/files/styles/full-screen_watermarked/public/field/image/preapkol.jpg?itok=8wZnhsGl
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/author/hong-menea/17765
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/fees-cops-courts-still-problem-areas-ti
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/business/business-bribery-rife-report
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/corruption-unchecked
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/%E2%80%98most-corrupt-asean%E2%80%99
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/judiciary-hampers-ti-corruption-score
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/kingdom-improves-world-graft-survey
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/graft-may-grow-trade-ti
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/slight-improvement-corruption-ranking
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuksKwniAN3CLmtJB78No6zMalpOQ86Y9qSBN0MWdi835gcyuGooZluIjomPaRNaUz_5cgbUqhd9RQkh7bvE5DbHFuWwv_3AhY9MK3CKLDF8gyOpmjp888J1LpZ0ceCrSIpRInTlv9rgt5Mrv9nbLDvIGh72Sm743sB72_Vp7ZgacLiRmg7mJzCUa-vW-v-yZ5olMnY9gg8i6oJzibDhZdk8luhzLC7RXYpS8zu7-m6I8mIIGVTj6Pcri2-hb8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBxZF_U5eFrf&adurl=http://www.phnompenhpost.com/sontery-soy
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/video/turkish-embassy-calls-closure-zaman-schools
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/video/student-authors-discuss-cambodian-economy
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/video/turkish-embassy-calls-closure-zaman-schools
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/video/cnrp-lawmakers-beaten
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/video/student-authors-discuss-cambodian-economy
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv5OoagkmwET1GysUypku_OWby_-B5E1FiNrqbwmAbyElwpEzuNwzhQvy6Qvfb4lDzmTvjC2QyY6dv8ZA5oLk6yGZxqWwhV9NAbo2PJd4QiOgWaPs9mYqXGNV6Y0wIdPmy8ydKzMzNq8gS4jFQFlXhFID5XgZdPz_QQ2QVvS_tqjZ6SDwOCNkD2h-9pc7m9AD0mByJYdyixFSlJZxOKpU_k_G9vGi1DvJKf8-_QD10CzTMaq_UvtM1l7zUlz3c&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPKVdAKRyWd3&adurl=http://us.flyasiana.com/C/en/main.do


1/26/2017 Kingdom slips in TI’s graft index, National, Phnom Penh Post

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/kingdomslipstisgraftindex 2/2

Post Media Co Ltd 
888 Building H, 8th Floor, Phnom Penh
Center 
Corner Sothearos & Sihanouk Blvd 
Sangkat Tonle Bassac 
120101 Phnom Penh 
Cambodia 
 
Tel: +855(0) 23 214 3 11-17 
Fax: +855(0) 23 214 318 

Company

About us

Sta菇 list

Advertising

Contact

Privacy policy

Refund Policy

Archives

7Days

LIFT

Siem Reap Insider

Sections

Business

Lifestyle

National

Sport

Facebook Twitter Google +

Copyright © 2013 The Phnom Penh Post. All Rights Reserved. Web design by IConsulting

0 Comments Please, login or register to post a comment

Speaking to The Post after the presentation, Klein also brought up the sand-dredging

controversy.

“You cannot say it’s in secret,” Klein said, claiming it’s harder to assail such open corruption

be-cause of how deeply entrenched it is. “There’s no real obvious, powerful intervention

from the top,” he added.

Opposition CNRP lawmaker Son Chhay, a vocal critic of government corruption, said he was

“not surprised” by the results.

Chhay also blamed the continued corruption on a lack of action by the ruling party and

Prime Minister Hun Sen in particular. “The prime minister has all the tools and power to

clear up the mess but he doesn’t have the will to do so.”

CPP lawmaker Chev Kim Heng, a member of the National Assembly’s Commission on

Investigation and Anti-Corruption, said the government must take this report seriously.

“We will monitor and study this information, because it is the view of all experts,” Kim Heng,

who was present at the report’s release, said.

Government spokesman Phay Siphan, however, o菇ered a distinctly di菇erent tack,

dismissing the results entirely.

“The government has never valued this score for Cambodia,” Siphan said, claiming the

organisation was unfairly painting Cambodia in a negative light.

Siphan also denied that the country su菇ers from severe corruption. “If corruption is an

obstacle and it really exists, there would be no investors coming to invest,” he said.

Contact authors: Andrew Nachemson and Lay Samean

Start Download  View PDF
Convert From Doc to PDF, PDF to Doc Simply With The Free
Online App! Go to fromdoctopdf.com

 0  Tweet  222Recommend Share  EmailM

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/about-us
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/staff-list
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/advertising
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/contact-us
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/privacy-policy
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/refund-policy
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/7Days
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/lift
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/siem-reap-insider
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/business
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/lifestyle
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/sport
https://facebook.com/PhnomPenhPost
https://twitter.com/phnompenhpost
https://google.com/+phnompenhpost
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/post-weekend
http://iconsulting-fr.com/
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/user/login
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/user/register
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/user/98242/contact
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/user/88759/contact
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CwwcUhXmJWMWoEoeq9gWXw5vwBZ-3n8ZEqqbI_eQCwI23ARABIM2T2g9g9bDmBKAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgSxAU_QMvFnc1aSSTD38EdSaH-sZxdwKxoOTRdwBOuj5apsUicD9KCEmrQbOnQNgdli5Gai2Cj2AtheYjZHKDGcJCWBdmU5nyZupq2ynghUpMNhUTbuHXgRH6ZYg3ykATH9NJ-o1lUrDzrFA169hffnT5Hh5QLlzZ7BrW-c8sPtJoPy5jHMaGwapdGsRu7hyZ5Q_bTznLMLdXAvUaAfCD_thCqn3q9aNNZb-TA-yF09Gk7hI4gGAYAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoNtu91yuu7zzbk1gJ9fK52Q&sig=AOD64_0N_zspXaZMSJeifBPJEr-Y_5737A&client=ca-pub-9885810372616084&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CwwcUhXmJWMWoEoeq9gWXw5vwBZ-3n8ZEqqbI_eQCwI23ARABIM2T2g9g9bDmBKAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgSxAU_QMvFnc1aSSTD38EdSaH-sZxdwKxoOTRdwBOuj5apsUicD9KCEmrQbOnQNgdli5Gai2Cj2AtheYjZHKDGcJCWBdmU5nyZupq2ynghUpMNhUTbuHXgRH6ZYg3ykATH9NJ-o1lUrDzrFA169hffnT5Hh5QLlzZ7BrW-c8sPtJoPy5jHMaGwapdGsRu7hyZ5Q_bTznLMLdXAvUaAfCD_thCqn3q9aNNZb-TA-yF09Gk7hI4gGAYAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoNtu91yuu7zzbk1gJ9fK52Q&sig=AOD64_0N_zspXaZMSJeifBPJEr-Y_5737A&client=ca-pub-9885810372616084&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CwwcUhXmJWMWoEoeq9gWXw5vwBZ-3n8ZEqqbI_eQCwI23ARABIM2T2g9g9bDmBKAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgSxAU_QMvFnc1aSSTD38EdSaH-sZxdwKxoOTRdwBOuj5apsUicD9KCEmrQbOnQNgdli5Gai2Cj2AtheYjZHKDGcJCWBdmU5nyZupq2ynghUpMNhUTbuHXgRH6ZYg3ykATH9NJ-o1lUrDzrFA169hffnT5Hh5QLlzZ7BrW-c8sPtJoPy5jHMaGwapdGsRu7hyZ5Q_bTznLMLdXAvUaAfCD_thCqn3q9aNNZb-TA-yF09Gk7hI4gGAYAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoNtu91yuu7zzbk1gJ9fK52Q&sig=AOD64_0N_zspXaZMSJeifBPJEr-Y_5737A&client=ca-pub-9885810372616084&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CwwcUhXmJWMWoEoeq9gWXw5vwBZ-3n8ZEqqbI_eQCwI23ARABIM2T2g9g9bDmBKAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgSxAU_QMvFnc1aSSTD38EdSaH-sZxdwKxoOTRdwBOuj5apsUicD9KCEmrQbOnQNgdli5Gai2Cj2AtheYjZHKDGcJCWBdmU5nyZupq2ynghUpMNhUTbuHXgRH6ZYg3ykATH9NJ-o1lUrDzrFA169hffnT5Hh5QLlzZ7BrW-c8sPtJoPy5jHMaGwapdGsRu7hyZ5Q_bTznLMLdXAvUaAfCD_thCqn3q9aNNZb-TA-yF09Gk7hI4gGAYAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoNtu91yuu7zzbk1gJ9fK52Q&sig=AOD64_0N_zspXaZMSJeifBPJEr-Y_5737A&client=ca-pub-9885810372616084&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_LoQh3mJWMqXMpOH8AW11obwCp-Zru1Hn-aO4aIEwI23ARABIM2T2g9g9bDmBKAB08ye2gPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA5kEqgTlAU_Q0h3YW61n0BcVHz39ER0sxQAVZwezxRF1U_Ex58FVyGAuQHSKvjOYTmzDf0qe84CJfNUWljixSrGNg-s9Ez2KI_ruUMg1-OEBge3d3fyQ7mGXgHfhiPNmgCVKIVHxcQdaJhwwclT-yRGZb0rNE1ZqAigWK100-SzSDJFYqlG1zjDzRWFvFug8nRyQZW5QnsUnaraf1V33zsFc7nU-wFW-QLRbTkQ5HlkfSfZ9RqrC0gRoEu_NkiMdZtuefMNgSlxfOXrtiMcO4mYIJOfqrJcM5lzSj5N_tnu1snkxFGNQzVF65f7gBAGIBgGgBgKAB5Wz4SWoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRAB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoJe9MNsocnOweRPS0itLlZg&sig=AOD64_1g4kI2WAoZr3C0ZjSmkB6-agPA8A&client=ca-pub-9885810372616084&adurl=http://www.madmonkeyhostels.com/kohrongsamloem/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.phnompenhpost.com%2Fnational%2Fkingdom-slips-tis-graft-index&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Kingdom%20slips%20in%20TI%E2%80%99s%20graft%20index%2C%20National%2C%20Phnom%20Penh%20Post&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.phnompenhpost.com%2Fnational%2Fkingdom-slips-tis-graft-index&via=phnompenhpost

